
Adobe Photoshop CS5 Quick Start Guide 
 

About Photoshop 
How to download pictures into Photoshop 

Parts of the screen—what they do 
How to manage display options 

Using the panels 
Getting help 

Printing images 
 
Photoshop is an image-editing program. It is used to create and/or enhance digital images that may be 
used in print, online, and in video. It is designed primarily for Raster graphics (pixels), although Vector 
components can be included. Raster graphics have increasingly rough edges as they are enlarged, while 
Vector graphics maintain smooth edges. (Note: Vector graphics are especially used by Adobe 
Illustrator.) 
 
Downloading Photos 
To transfer photos from your camera or memory card, use Adobe Photo Downloader in Adobe Bridge. 
This automates the process of saving and renaming files, creating subfolders based on photo dates, 
converting files to another format, and saving copies. 
** You can also import illustrations from Adobe Illustrator into Photoshop 
 

 
 
 

1. To download photos:  
 Connect your camera or a card with images to the computer 

 Open Photoshop 

 From the Photoshop window find and click on the icon for Adobe Bridge. 

 

Arrow shows where 
Bridge and Mini 
Bridge icons are 
found 
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Adobe Bridge and Mini Bridge  
  Launch Bridge icon  Mini Bridge icon 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   Adobe Bridge Screen Shot 

 
 

 In Adobe Bridge, start Photo Downloader by 
o Choose File, Get Photos from Camera, or 
o Click the Get Photos from Camera icon on the Application Bar (Mac). 

 Under Source, display the “Get Photos from” list 

 Select the source of the photos from the list. The source can be the camera, if it is connected to 
the computer, or a card reader. 

 Specify a location where the photos will be stored. 

 Choose the method by which subfolders will be created: subfolders by shot date in various 
formats; the date of import; a custom name; or no subfolders. 

 Choose a method by which the files are renamed—new names by shot date in various formats, 
the date of import, a custom name, or shot date plus a custom name—or choose not to rename. 

**You can use the Advanced Dialog box to see thumbnails and choose from these 

 Choose a location for storing copies of the original photos 

 Click Get Photos 
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2.  Opening Files into Photoshop (from Adobe Bridge) 
 Click Command + O on the Mac, or use the Launch Bridge icon 

 From Adobe Bridge double click the thumbnail(s) you want to work on,  

 Click the boomerang-shaped icon to return to Photoshop   

 You can also view and select files from the Mini Bridge, which opens as a floating panel. 

 Click the Mini Bridge icon in the Application Bar.  You can drag and drop in the Mini Bridge 
panel, so you could drop a new photo onto another one as a new layer! 
 

The components of the Photoshop window are:  
 
Tools Panel Tools to select, draw, paint, edit, and view images. Other tools allow you  
  to choose foreground and background colors, create quick masks, and  
  rotate, move, and zoom the image.  
Document tabs Display the name of the file you are working on, the current  
  magnification, and the document’s color mode. Here you can  
  switch to other open files. 
Options bar Displays the choice of options and settings for the current tool. These 
  options will vary according to the tool in use. 

 
Application bar Launch Adobe Bridge and Mini Bridge from here; show guides, grids,  
  and rulers; select an image magnification. Hand, Zoom, and Rotate tools,  
  as well as menus to arrange documents and change screen modes, are  
  found here. 
Panel dock Contains the Panel groups that display options and commands used to  
  modify images.  Panels can be docked or floating. 
 
 
 
 

Workplace  
Switcher Contains options for displaying panels related to specific operations, such as design,  
  painting, or photography. The default view is Essentials. 
  From Design you can see panels that were saved.  
  In Painting you can select size and style of brush strokes 
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Click here for more choices 
 
 
    OR 
 
Click the Window menu to see all panels that are available 
 
 
 
These are just some of the panels that can be in view. 
 
 
 
 
Notice that panels may also have Tabs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Document Statistics       Found at the bottom of the document window, this displays data about  

the open image. Choose options by clicking the arrow next to the box. 
Photoshop offers display options that allow you to hide panels or other elements temporarily so you can 
focus on the image. Use the Screen Mode button (found at the top of the Photoshop window) or View 
to display a menu. Keyboard shortcuts are also available for changing the display. The chart below tells 
you what to do for the display changes you want to make.
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Do this … To accomplish this … 
From the Screen Mode menu, 
Choose Standard Screen Mode 

View the image in a document window and display the 
Tools panel and the panel dock. 

  
From the Screen Mode menu, 
Choose Full Screen mode with 
Menu Bar 

Expand the document window to fill the workspace, and 
Make Photoshop occupy the full screen. The panels are 
Still displayed. 

  
From the Screen Mode menu, 
Choose Full Screen Mode 

Hide everything except the image, which is displayed on a  
Black background. Press ESC to return to Standard Screen 
Mode 

  
Press Tab Hide or show all panels, including options bar 
  

Press Shift+Tab Hide or show all panels except the options bar and the Tools panel 

  

Press CTRL+Tab Switch between different open documents 

  

 

Using the Panels, more . . . 
Photoshop panels 
Open a panel by choosing it from the Window menu, and close (hide) a panel by clicking its menu button 
to choose Close or Close Tab Group.  
By default, the panels are docked to a section of the Window on the right side. Collapse an entire dock 
by clicking the Collapse to Icons button in the top right corner of the dock.  A collapsed panel dock 
displays icons for its available panels. 
Click individual icons to show only the desired panels. 
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Tip: to undo a change, the keyboard 
        shortcut is CTRL + Z 

 
Tools Panel 
Major tools are visible, but many are hidden. Access the hidden tools by clicking on the small triangle in 
the lower right corner of any visible tool. (Note that each visible tool has its own subset of related, 
hidden tools.)  *Also see Tools Panel above 
To display the hidden tool selections, either click and hold the tool until a tool list appears, or right-click 
the tool. Click on the name of the tool you want. 
 
 
 
 

Getting Help: the Photoshop Help Menu 
Click Help on the top bar of the open window or press F1. 
 “Adobe Community Help” opens in a new window. Search the Help database via the Search Box. You 
can also link to the Photoshop Help and Support website here. 
 
 

Printing Images 
To print a single image without opening a dialog box, click File Print One Copy 
To get options for how items print out  Click File  Print (to open the Dialog Box) 
 

Printing Options 
 Point to the status bar and hold down the mouse button. This enables you to see if the image 

has a high enough resolution to enlarge without getting the fuzzy edges from pixilation. 

 Click File  Print (Dialog Box opens) 

 To change page size and orientation, click Print Settings. Change the settings as you want them 
and click OK. 

 To adjust position and size:  
o Enter the values under Position or Scaled Print Size to change them numerically 
o Drag the image preview by its center to reposition it   you must clear Center Image 

 in order to drag the image 
o Drag a corner handle to resize it. To scale by dragging  first clear Scale to Fit Media 

 Select Color Management from the list in the top right part of the Dialog Box and select color 
settings below that 

 To add elements (e.g. background color or printers’ marks) to a page, select Output from the list 
in the top right part of the Dialog Box and select settings below it. 

 Click Print.   
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